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= What is the actl\nty and poten-
tlal for Greek chemical compa-
nies to engage in the Research
and Development of new chemi-
cal products?

A: The private sector showed a Hm-
ited R&D activity in the field of chem-
ical products until the 90's due to the

smail size of chemical companies
and the lack of funding to create the
appropriate infrastructure.

Research and development
was mainly carried out at univer-
sities (Aristotle University of Thes-
saloniki, Democritus University of
Thrace), technological foundations,
and public instiutes. In recent
years the situation has changed
considerably. European Commis-
sion funds for private companies
urged these companies o evoive,
become competitive in their field,
and finally remain on board, There
is a positive trend in research with-

in the private sector and ds poten-
tial is based on the coportunities 1o
partially fund R&D (eguipment, sci-

entists cost, materiai cos) through
collaborative projecis at the Euro-
pean and national lavel,
Furthermore, £ .awerz agree-
ments with universiz, nstiotons and
the Thessaloniki Tec o Park ex-
pand the pOSSﬂQ”“'::.. .‘cr righ-level
research. The estac ~ of the

National Center for = zrch and

Technological Deve in the
same area will furtt“E' ulde compa-
nies with tocls for woz- 2 =xisting
solutions and deve = . Ones.



